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A Relation of the advice given by Monfieur 
Petit , Intendant of the Fortifications- of 
Normandy, touching the Conjun&ion of the 
Ocean and Mediterranean. 

This Intelligent Gentleman, Monfieur Petit, having been 
confultcd with, touching the Conjunction of the Ocean znd. 
Mediterranean, dehvers tirfl the Propofition, and then giveth 
his thoughts upon it. 

The Propofition is, That there being about two Leagues be- 
low Carres in Lan^nedec a Rivolet , called Sor^ paffing to 7^,?- 
vel, there may by the moans thereof be made a Communication 
of the two Seas , by joyning the Waters of this Rivolet by a 
Channel (to be kept full all the year loi^) With thofc of St. 
Papoul, and others, which fall into FreJqueH { another fmall 
River ) that runs into the Audt below CarcaJJoiie, and go toge- 
ther to Nariennr-fituated UDon the Mediterranean. 

Having given the Propofition, he adds fome particulars, to 
ilbftrate the fame, before he declares hisjudgment upon it.For 
herelateth, that there is but one way, after the divifion of the 
Waters, to pafs to the Mediterranean^ which is by a Rivolet, cal- 
led Frefqueil, that is conjoyn'd with the Aude : But, to pafs to 
iXMOoean, there are three ,• Oae, by T^r'egf, cntring into the Ca- 
rott}e above Tholoufe 5 the other, by Lerj^ paffing on the fide , 
and below the fame Town ; and the tbird^ by Ser, falling in- 
tothe River J^mfi under Caftres, afterwards into the Tame, 
ard thence to Montauban, and laftly into the Garonne. And 
that, to compafs this defign, all thefe Rivers and Rivolets are 
firft to be made Navigable unto their Sluces • that of Jude and 
Prefqtieil for the Mediterranean, and one of the others, fuch as 
fliall be chofen, for the Ocean. He addeth, that,as to the feveral 
Ways paffing to the Of fa», all of them commended as proper 
and convenient, and the three Countries concerned therein , 
{peaking every onefor their advantage: ThoU oi Caftres and 
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Moniauban, are for the River ^^goa/?; thok o( Tholeufe , £o't 
J^eae; and the reft, for Lers, 

Now concerning his Opinion upon this Propofition , he 
thinks, that all that hath been reprefented touching thismatter, 
can figniFy very little, feeijigthat the main thing iswanting.which 
is the affiirance, and certain and pofinve menfurarion of the 
height and qnancityol- the Waters, necedary to fall into borb 
the Channels of the A:ide and Garonne -. that there muft be plen- 
ty of that, to furnilh at all times and alwaies the highell and firft 
Sluces, fince what once illues < hence, doth never enter again 
into them ; and after fomc Boats arepaffed, if there ihould not 
be a hifficienc fupply for thofe that come after, either to go 
upjor to go down, all would Hand dry,and Merchants and their 
Commodities wonld ftay long enough expelling the ftipply of 
Rains, to their great detriment. He concludeih therefore , 
that no knowing and difcreet Perfon is able, in matters of this 
nature, to give a pofitive anfwer, without having before him a 
large and exa<S Topographical Map of thofe places, and of 
the fources of all the Rivolets, that are to fupply the Water to 
the Head of the pretended Channel, together with a full ac- 
count of the furvey and raenfuration of all the places, throiigfi 
which it is to pafs ; of the Nature of the Groaad, whether ir le 
ftony, fandy, rocky, S^c. of the exad: level of all the place , 
where it is to be made,and of the il-veral rifings and depreffiens 
thereof, to be afllircd that the Water may be conveyed to ihe 
greateft rifing, and to thehigheft Sluce ; and laftiy,of the qum- 
tity.thatmaybehad at high, middle, and low W^'^fer, to havee- 
nough for all times ; that all thefe things being firfl made out, 
'tis'then time enough to judge of the poffibility of the th{ng,and 
to calculate the Charges neceflliry for Execution. 

This Artift having thus prudently waved this Propofition, di- 
verts himfelfwithreflecfting upon feveral others of the like na- 
ture, among which he infifts chiefly upon two, whereof oneis 
that fo much celebrated in Egyp, j the other, o^ Germany, And 
he is of Opinion, that the moil important of all is that, of con- 
joyningtheHf^/5<j bythciV?7e with the Mediterranean, which 
he looks upon as the moft excellent convenicncy to go into the 
Eafl-JrJies mthoxxt ^onhyiugxhQ Cape oi Good-Hope : and yet it 
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could not be executed by thofe great Kings of £gy^^, that rai- 
fed fo many ftupendious Pyramtds j although in his Opinion 
thereafons alleged by ///y/or/aw/tojuftifiethemfor having a- 
bandoned that undertaking, are ot no validity, and that the 
J{ed Sea cannot be, as they feared, higher than the Nzle, and 
therefore not indanger the inundation oi Egvpt. 

The other Propofition was made to Charles Magne^Anno 795. 
for joyning the EuxitieSez and the Ocean together, by a Chan- 
nel, which was begun for that end, anddefigned to be 2000. 
p'ceslong, and 100. paces broad, betwixt the River y//fma/7 , 
falling into the Danube above l^atisbone, and the River i?o/f,paf- 
fing at Nurenberg, and thence running into the Main, and fo 
into the l^nne. But yet this alfo proved abortive, chough there 
was great appearance of fuccefs at firft. 




OfmtWay of hilling Rade-Snakes. 



There being not long finceoccafion given at a meeting of 
the T{oyal Society to difcourfe of JRat./e'Sna\ej, that worthy and 
inquilitive Gentleman, CaptzinS/Zas Taylor, related the man- 
ner, how they were killed in Firgmia , which he afterwards 
was pleafcd to give in writing, attctted by two credible perfons 
in whofe prefcnce it was don j which h, as follows. 

The Wild Penny-royal or Ditany of Virginia^ groweth ftreighc 
jp about one foot high, with the leaves like Periny royal, with 
ittle blue tufts at the joyning of the branches to the Plant, the 
colour of the Leaves being a reddifh green, but the Water^di- 
ftilled , of the colour of Brandy, of a fair Yellow: the 
Leaves of it bruifed arc very hot and biting upon the Tongue : 
and of thefe, fo bruifed , they took fome , and having \yed 
them in the cleft of a long ftick, they held them to the Nofe of 
the iiatle-Sna\e,'who by turning and wriggling laboured as much 
as fhe could to avoid it: but'ihe was killed with it, inlefsthan 
half an hour's time, and, as was fuppofed, by the fcent thereof ; 
which was dotxcAmto 1 «y y/.in the Month ofjuly^at which feafon, 
they repute thofe creatures to be in the greateft vigour for their 
poifon. 
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